
The Promise and Peril of Wave 
Energy: Will This Untapped Resource 
Power Our Future? 
Are you curious about the potential of wave energy as a source of renewable power? It's 
an exciting field with enormous promise, but also some serious challenges. In this article, 
we'll take a look at the latest research on wave energy, examine the pros and cons, and 
explore the future of this untapped resource. 

What is wave energy? 
Wave energy is the energy that can be extracted from the ocean's waves. Waves are 
created by the wind blowing across the surface of the water, and they can travel for 
thousands of miles across the ocean. Wave energy is a form of renewable energy, 
meaning it is replenished by natural processes and is not depleted by use. 

How is wave energy captured? 
There are a variety of methods for capturing wave energy, but most involve using a 
device that converts the up-and-down motion of the waves into electricity. These 
devices are typically installed offshore, where the waves are strongest, and are 
connected to an onshore grid through a cable. Some of the most common types of 
wave energy devices include: 

• Oscillating Water Column (OWC): OWC devices use a chamber that is open at the 
bottom, allowing waves to enter and push air up and down, turning a turbine to 
generate electricity. 

• Point Absorber: This device floats on the surface of the water and captures the 
motion of the waves through a buoy or other floating structure that drives a 
generator. 

• Wave Dragon: This device is essentially a long, curved wall that captures the 
energy of the waves and uses it to drive a turbine. 

The promise of wave energy 



Wave energy has enormous potential as a source of renewable energy. The world's 
oceans contain a vast amount of energy - some estimates suggest that the energy in 
ocean waves alone could meet the world's electricity needs several times over. And 
unlike other forms of renewable energy, such as wind and solar, wave energy is constant 
and predictable. Waves are created by the wind, which is itself driven by the sun, so we 
can be fairly certain that the energy from waves will continue to be available for as long 
as the sun continues to shine. 

In addition to its renewable nature, wave energy has several other advantages over 
traditional forms of energy: 

• It is non-polluting: Unlike fossil fuels, wave energy does not produce harmful 
emissions or waste products. 

• It is low-impact: Wave energy devices are typically installed offshore, where they 
have little impact on the environment and do not compete for land use. 

• It can provide power to remote areas: Many remote areas, such as islands and 
coastal communities, rely on diesel generators for their electricity. Wave energy 
could provide a clean, renewable alternative. 

The challenges of wave energy 
Despite its promise, wave energy also faces some serious challenges. The ocean is a 
harsh environment, and wave energy devices must be able to withstand extreme 
weather conditions and corrosive saltwater. Additionally, the cost of building and 
installing wave energy devices is currently quite high, making it difficult to compete with 
other forms of energy. 

There are also concerns about the potential impact of wave energy devices on marine 
ecosystems. Devices that are installed offshore could have an impact on marine life, 
either by creating artificial reefs that attract fish and other marine species, or by causing 
changes in water currents that could affect the distribution of nutrients and other 
essential elements. 

The future of wave energy 
Despite these challenges, there is reason to be optimistic about the future of wave 
energy. Advances in materials science and engineering are making it possible to build 
wave energy devices that are more durable and efficient, and the cost of building and 
installing these devices is expected to continue to decrease as the technology becomes 
more widely adopted. 



There is also growing interest in the potential for wave energy to provide power to 
remote areas and islands that are currently reliant on expensive and polluting diesel 
generators. In fact, some islands have already begun to adopt wave energy technology. 
For example, the Scottish island of Islay is home to the world's first commercial-scale 
wave energy array, which is expected to generate enough electricity to power around 
300 homes. 

There are also efforts underway to address the environmental concerns associated with 
wave energy. For example, some researchers are exploring the use of artificial reefs 
around wave energy devices to create habitat for marine life, while others are studying 
the potential impact of wave energy on ocean currents and nutrient distribution. 

In conclusion, wave energy is an exciting field with enormous potential as a source of 
renewable energy. While there are certainly challenges to be overcome, the promise of a 
constant and predictable source of clean energy is too great to ignore. As technology 
continues to improve and costs continue to come down, we can expect to see more and 
more wave energy devices installed around the world, providing power to homes and 
businesses while reducing our reliance on fossil fuels. 
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