
5 Gardening Hacks to Save Time and 
Money 
Are you tired of spending too much time and money on your garden? Gardening can be 
a rewarding and enjoyable activity, but it can also be expensive and time-consuming. 
Fortunately, there are some simple gardening hacks that can help you save both time 
and money while still enjoying a beautiful and healthy garden. Here are five of the best 
gardening hacks to try. 

Hack 1: Use Compost 
Composting is an easy and inexpensive way to improve the quality of your soil and 
reduce your reliance on expensive fertilizers. Compost is made from organic materials 
like food scraps, yard waste, and leaves, and it is rich in nutrients that can help your 
plants grow strong and healthy. You can create your own compost pile using a variety of 
materials, or you can purchase pre-made compost from a garden center or nursery. By 
using compost in your garden, you can save money on fertilizers and improve the health 
of your plants. 

Hack 2: Plant Perennials 
Perennials are plants that come back year after year, which means you don't have to 
replant them every season. By planting perennials in your garden, you can save time and 
money on planting and purchasing new plants each year. Some popular perennial plants 
include black-eyed susans, coneflowers, and daylilies. Additionally, perennials often 
require less maintenance than annual plants, which can save you time and effort in the 
long run. 

Hack 3: Use Mulch 
Mulch is a layer of organic material that is spread over the soil around plants to help 
retain moisture and prevent weed growth. By using mulch in your garden, you can save 
time and money on watering and weeding. Mulch can also help regulate soil 
temperature, which can be especially helpful in extreme weather conditions. There are 
many types of mulch to choose from, including wood chips, straw, and grass clippings. 



Hack 4: Start Seeds Indoors 
Starting seeds indoors is a great way to save money on purchasing plants from a 
nursery or garden center. By starting your own seeds, you can grow a wider variety of 
plants and save money on the cost of purchasing seedlings. Additionally, starting seeds 
indoors allows you to get a head start on the growing season, which can result in a 
longer growing season and a bigger harvest. 

To start seeds indoors, you'll need to purchase some seed-starting supplies, including 
seed trays, soil, and a grow light. Follow the instructions on the seed packets for 
planting and care, and be sure to provide enough light and water for your seedlings. 

Hack 5: Collect Rainwater 
Watering your garden can be expensive, especially if you live in an area with high water 
rates. By collecting rainwater, you can save money on your water bill and reduce your 
reliance on municipal water sources. You can collect rainwater using a rain barrel or 
other container, and use it to water your plants during dry spells. Just be sure to use a 
screen to filter out debris and mosquito larvae, and avoid using rainwater on edible 
plants if you live in an area with air pollution. 

In conclusion, gardening doesn't have to be an expensive or time-consuming activity. By 
using these five gardening hacks, you can save both time and money while still enjoying 
a beautiful and healthy garden. Whether you're an experienced gardener or just starting 
out, these tips can help you make the most of your gardening experience. 
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