
Ditch the Grass: Why You Should 
Consider a Drought-Tolerant 
Landscape Design 
Are you tired of constantly watering your lawn and plants during the hot summer 
months? Do you cringe at the sight of your water bill after watering your yard? If so, it 
may be time to consider a drought-tolerant landscape design for your outdoor space. 

In recent years, drought-tolerant landscaping has gained popularity due to its numerous 
benefits. Not only does it conserve water, but it also reduces maintenance costs and 
creates a beautiful, eco-friendly space. 

Benefits of Drought-Tolerant Landscaping 

Water Conservation 

Drought-tolerant plants are specifically designed to survive with minimal water. 
According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), outdoor water use accounts 
for over 30% of total household water use in the United States. By replacing traditional 
grass and water-dependent plants with drought-tolerant alternatives, you can 
significantly reduce your water usage and save money on your water bill. 

Cost-Effective 

Drought-tolerant landscaping can be more cost-effective than traditional landscaping in 
the long run. While the initial cost of installing a drought-tolerant landscape may be 
more expensive than a traditional one, the lack of water usage and maintenance can 
save you money in the long term. In fact, a study by the California Water Efficiency 
Partnership found that homeowners who switched to a drought-tolerant landscape 
saved an average of $1,200 per year on their water bill. 

Low Maintenance 

Drought-tolerant landscaping requires minimal maintenance, making it a great option 
for those who don't have the time or desire to regularly care for their outdoor space. 



Drought-tolerant plants require less mowing, trimming, and watering, saving you time 
and effort. 

Eco-Friendly 

Drought-tolerant landscaping is an environmentally friendly option that promotes 
sustainability. By conserving water, reducing chemical use, and providing habitats for 
native wildlife, a drought-tolerant landscape design can reduce your carbon footprint 
and promote a healthier ecosystem. 

Examples of Drought-Tolerant Plants 
Drought-tolerant plants come in a variety of shapes, sizes, and colors, making them a 
versatile choice for any outdoor space. Here are a few examples of drought-tolerant 
plants to consider for your landscape design: 

• Lavender: This fragrant plant is known for its purple flowers and can survive with 
minimal watering. 

• California Poppy: These bright orange flowers thrive in sunny, dry conditions and 
require little water. 

• Agave: This desert plant is low maintenance and can add a unique touch to your 
landscape design. 

• Succulents: With a wide variety of colors and textures, succulents are a popular 
choice for drought-tolerant landscaping. 

• Sage: This herb is drought-tolerant and can add a lovely scent to your outdoor 
space. 

Case Studies 
Several case studies have shown the benefits of drought-tolerant landscaping. For 
example, the city of Santa Monica, California, implemented a drought-tolerant 
landscape program in 2009, which resulted in a 48% reduction in water use for city-
owned properties. In addition, a study by the University of California Cooperative 
Extension found that a homeowner in the San Francisco Bay Area was able to reduce 
their water usage by 60% by switching to a drought-tolerant landscape design. 

Counterarguments 



Some may argue that drought-tolerant landscaping is not as visually appealing as 
traditional landscaping. However, with a variety of colorful and unique drought-tolerant 
plants available, this is simply not true. In fact, a well-designed drought-tolerant 
landscape can be just as beautiful, if not more so, than a traditional landscape. 

Conclusion 
Drought-tolerant landscaping is a smart and environmentally friendly choice for any 
homeowner. By conserving water, reducing maintenance costs, and promoting 
sustainability, a drought-tolerant landscape design can benefit both your wallet and the 
planet. With a wide variety of drought-tolerant plants available, you can create a 
beautiful and unique outdoor space while reducing your carbon footprint. So why not 
ditch the grass and consider a drought-tolerant landscape design for your home? Your 
wallet and the environment will thank you. 
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